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Special  Meeting  Minutes
Monday, June 30, 2014

Members:  Ralph Michael, Chair; Larry Lynds; and Russ Tonkin
Others:  Sandie Small

The Meeting was called to Order by Ralph at 4:35 PM.

Ralph stated that the reason for the Special Meeting was to review the letter received from Bill Michels, of the Salt Ash Owners Association (Hawk),  and to discuss the Homestead Education Tax rate.

Bill Michels in his letter requested an extension to three weeks to file for a grievance for the homeowners at Hawk, particularly since many of the homeowners are second homeowners and may not receive their new assessments in a timely fashion due to an out-of-state or out-of-country address.  Ralph indicated that the Selectboard, nor the Listers, have the authority to change or extend dates for filing pursuant to the State Statute (Title 32).  Russ said he would advise Tom of the SB’s discussion and ask Tom to advise Bill Michels.

In addition, Bill Michels asked that residents be able to email their grievances to the Town.  The SB thought that this would be satisfactory and will ask Tom to so advise Bill Michels.  Russ will ask Tom to keep him advised of this correspondence.

The SB next discussed the increase in the Homestead Education Tax rate and stated that there was nothing the Town could do about this.  Ralph had spoken with Doug Lai at the Tax Department who advised that Plymouth is a ‘total choice’ town when it comes to the school selection of its resident children and that our school budget has increased to 185%; the dollar amount in the past was 98 cents and now is $1.77.  Rather than $13,000 per student, the cost if now approximately $18,000.  While Town residents (even renters) have long been able to choose their school, the SB strongly suggests that the School Board seriously consider picking one school.  Ralph indicated that the Town can join a Union, but they need to vote to accept Plymouth.  Russ will write to Julie Dupont with the suggestion for the School Board to look into limiting the choice to one school and will follow up at the next SB meeting.   Doug Lai stated that the student enrollment in Plymouth has increased 3.5 % every year since the closure of the school; the SB questioned this figure.

Russ motioned to adjourn the Meeting; Larry seconded; so voted; the Meeting was adjourned at 5:00 PM.


Draft written by Sandie Small


_______________________________
Ralph Michael, Chair

_______________________________
Lawrence Lynds

_______________________________
Russ Tonkin
