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Monday, September 15, 2014


Members:  Ralph Michael, Chair; Larry Lynds; and Russ Tonkin

Others:  Marty Fino, Amelia and Eugene Schlosser, Bruce and Midge Tucker, Betty Stear, Jodi Blanchard,  Barbara Stone,  Pepper Tepperman, Justus and Michelle Pingree, Tom and Margo Marrone, Patti and Tom Harris, Ann Rose, Terry and Willow Bascom, Virginia Dean, Sandie Small.

The Meeting was called to Order by Ralph at 6:03 PM.

· Ralph indicated that a sheet for signatures was being circulated.
· There were no changes to the Agenda.
· The Minutes from the Meeting of August 18, 2014, were reviewed.  Russ motioned to accept said Minutes; Larry seconded; so voted.
· Kristin Underwood, geologist and consultant with the Lake Rescue Association, presented an updated summary of the projects developed for restoration following the damage from Hurricane Irene.  LRA had applied for follow-up funding to reduce the fine sediment now found in the lakes; said funding was granted.  Kristin provided information on the following areas:  the abandonment of 1.4 miles of Patch Brook Road; removal of the berms and the reconnection of floodplains along Patch Brook; the abandonment of the forest road segments draining steep valley walls along Buffalo Brook; active restoration of the stream channel regarding Buffalo Brook; the re-vegetation of the lower slopes of the landslide complex of Money Brook; and berm removals and floodplain restoration along Money Brook.  Tom Harris asked if there were any long-term solutions for Money Brook, to which Kristin responded that the area is difficult to stabilize and to get vegetation to grow, as well as that any project would  be very costly and a long-term operation; however, the work that is proposed would help with low flow times.  Ralph asked if the work for Patch Brook was funded; Kristen stated that the LRA did not apply for and therefore did not receive any funding.  Any one wanting more information can contact her at southmountain@gmavt.net or the Lake Rescue Association.
· The Town Clerk next addressed the issue of pay raises for her and the Assistant Town Clerk; at a previous Town Meeting, the SB stated that the increase should have been 2 ½ percent; however, the Town Clerk advised the SB that at the January 20, 2014, Meeting the pay for the Town Clerk was set at $17 per hour and the Assistant Clerk was set at $16.66 per hour.  She also stated that the hours for each were set at 34 hours, but that subsequently the hours for the Assistant Clerk were raised to 36 hours.  Russ stated that he had been in error at the last Meeting as he had forgotten about the decision at the January Meeting.  The Town Clerk also stated that she had not received anything from the accountant even though the SB thought she had; her audit is now done and needs to be dated.  She also advised that the Clerk Agreement had not been signed; the SB stated they would review said Agreement.  Larry suggested that the SB reconsider the hours of the Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk at the time of the next budget preparation.  Jodi asked that she and Barbara be given a heads-up if there is to be discussion about their pay in the future.
· The next item on the Agenda was Pepper Tepperman, who brought two issues about the Town Clerk to the attention of the SB.  The first dealt with a posting in the office and the second with the submission of information to the Windsor County Clerk.  The SB stated that Town Hall postings should be in good taste and appropriate.  The SB  advised that the Town Clerk is elected by the residents and it has no jurisdiction.  Betsy Tonkin indicated that once the official is voted in, there is nothing, short of a criminal record, that can be done.  The SB also stated that there are no Town guidelines for the Clerk position, though VLCT does have guidelines, and perhaps this should be investigated.
· Tom Marrone and Michelle Pingree, the Listers, stated that they are looking toward a Town reappraisal to get on an even keel; this would be effective for the 2016 Grand List.  They have started to gather information for bids, and they will know in November if the State will mandate a reappraisal.  Ralph indicated that the reappraisal may need a Town vote either as an Article at the Town Meeting or at a Special Meeting; (Tom stated the cost for the 2009 reappraisal was approximately $68,000); he also asked the Listers to go ahead with preparing for the bids.
· The next item dealt with re-hiring the accountant, Jeff Bradley.  Russ motioned that Jeff Bradley be rehired to audit the last fiscal year; Larry seconded; so voted.
· A question about school consolidation was asked from the floor; Russ suggested she speak with Julie DuPont of the School Board.
· Terry Bascom spoke about the Bounty Day planned for 9/27/14 at the School Building; it should be quite a nice event and he hoped that there would be a good crowd in attendance.  He also said there is a 9-day Town-wide Tag Sale planned for November (flyers are in the Town Hall) and there is a Wi-Fi zone at the Plymouth Schoolhouse Activity Center (flyers again are in the Town Hall).
· Discussion followed on the alternate project and the estimated cost of Hale Hollow ($130,000).  Larry indicated that the Town was waiting for the concrete top from Carrera.  The Library Trail footbridge is estimated at $35,000.  Russ will email Kim, who works for the State, regarding funding.  Larry stated that salt will be purchased from Cargo at a cost of $76.02 a ton; the salt will be delivered as needed as there is little area for storage at the Town building.
· Mail was reviewed and tended to.
· Warrants were reviewed, approved, and signed.  
· The internal audit completed by Barbara was reviewed.  Russ motioned to approve said audit; Larry seconded; so voted.

Larry motioned to adjourn the Meeting; Ralph seconded; so voted.  The Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.



Draft written by Sandie Small



_________________________________
Ralph Michael, Chair

_________________________________
Lawrence Lynds

_________________________________
Russ Tonkin

