[bookmark: _GoBack]Plymouth  Selectboard Meeting  Minutes
Monday, February 17, 2014


Members:  Ralph Michael, Chair; Andy Crossman; Russ Tonkin

Others:  Pieter Bowen, Dave Martin, Andy Schultz (F&W); Terry Bascom, Bill Cherico, Chase      Morsey, Jennifer Runnette, Barbara Raptoy, Sandie Small


The Meeting was called to Order by Ralph Michael at 6:00 pm.

· The Agenda remained the same.

· Ralph indicated a change to the Minutes, i.e, at the meeting of February 3, 2014, he had discussed his writing a letter to the VT Legislature about the proposed increased education tax.  (Ralph presened said letter for submission at today’s meeting.)  Russ approved the Minutes of the Meeting of February 3, 2013, with the above change; Andy seconded; so voted.

· Terry Bascom spoke on the purchase of chairs for the Community Center – 20 chairs, with padded backs and seats would cost (@$21.79) $435.80 plus shipping.  Terry also suggested a chair caddy which would cost $179 plus shipping; for a total expenditure of $741.80.  Russ motioned to approve said purchase of chairs and caddy; Andy seconded; so voted.

· Russ presented a Letter of Agreement between the SB for the Town of Plymouth and the Town Clerk he had drafted.  This was done because the Town Clerk is elected and does not fall within the Town’s personnel policies.  The SB  noted that it provides the budget for the Town Clerk, but that the Clerk can determine her own hours.  Barbara Rabtoy acknowledged the Letter was acceptable to her.  Andy motioned to accept said Letter of Agreement; Russ seconded; so voted.

· Discussion followed on the agreement the Town of Plymouth has with the Woodstock Ambulance Service.  Ralph indicated that North and East of the intersection of Routes 100 and 100A, Woodstock services this area;  South and West of said intersection is serviced by Ludlow.  The original agreement stated that if an account is unpaid for services rendered, Woodstock submits it to a collection agency; if said collection agency cannot collect the monies within 180 days, Woodstock bills the Town for said monies (and a 1/3 percentage of these monies are passed on to the collection agency).  These additional billings can be substantial.   Ralph and Russ had spoken with representatives from Woodstock and Woodstock has offered a new proposal which would eliminate the collection agency.  Instead the Town of Plymouth would pay an additional amount yearly to Woodstock ($1,500).  Woodstock is to present a new Agreement, which the SB will review.  However, Russ indicated we have no information about these uncollected funds for which Woodstock has billed the Town and he would like to know the individuals whose bills the Town has been paying.  Ralph indicated that the Town does not have the authority to collect these monies from the individuals.  An invoice was presented from Woodstock in the amount of $952.40; Russ motioned for the Town to pay said invoice; Ralph seconded; so voted.  There was a question about another figure of $8,000 for 2011/2012; Barbara will look into this item.

· F & W presented a Trail Easement document for Archer Meadow, Crown Point, and Frog City.  Archer Meadow Trail has been cleared and improved; Crown Point follows the road and at the west end has a pond; Frog City follows the route of the old road and ends at the Bennett property.  Russ motioned to accept the Easements as presented by F &W; Ralph seconded; so voted.  The Easement documents were signed by Ralph; there was also a property transfer tax document, which did not require a signature but will need to be recorded.

· Warrants were approved and signed.

· Mail was reviewed and tended to.  Russ and Larry will discuss the memo received regarding a highway grant application  The invoice regarding the Windsor County tax was discussed and it was suggested that it be paid in two installments; Russ motioned to pay said invoice in two installments; Andy seconded; so voted.

· Other Business:
        Bill Cherico spoke about the need for action regarding the continued increase in property taxes to support education in the State.  He suggested that this be brought to the attention of our representative at the annual Town Meeting.  Bill also provided information to the SB about educational spending in the State, and noted that VT has the highest expenditure per pupil of all the states.
       Russ provided information on CDL drug and alcohol policies for the Town’s truck drivers.  He suggested that the Town adopt a policy in this regard.  The SB will review the literature presented.
       Because of the annual Town Meeting scheduled for March 3, the SB meetings for March will be held on Monday, March 10, and Monday, March 24.
       There was discussion on re-adopting rules of procedure.

Andy motioned to adjourn the Meeting; Russ seconded; so voted.  The Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.



Draft written by Sandie Small



______________________________
Ralph Michael, Chair


______________________________
Andy Crossman


______________________________
Russ Tonkin
